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Background 


Household projections use information on household type and age group from 
the 1991 and 2001 Censuses, projected forward to the end of the projection 
period. The headship rate is defined as the proportion of people in each age 
group and household type who are the 'head' of a household. For the most 
recent 2008-based household projections, changes in household formation 
patterns between 1991 and 2001 are projected forward to 2033. This method 
assumes that past trends in household formation will continue, but this may not 
necessarily be the case. The overall number of households is updated every 
year, but no information is incorporated on changes in household types between 
Censuses. 


Note: Household Analysis Review Group (HARG) members are asked to consider 


alternative headship rates for household projections along with other variants and 
determine which should be prioritised. 


Alternative headship rates 
The effect that projected headship rates have on household projections was 
investigated with various options being tested. 


Option 1 (2001 headship rates): Keep headship rates as they were in 2001 and 
therefore take no account of any trend from 1991. 

Option 2 (Projected 2011 headship rates): Project the trend in headship rates 
from the 1991 and 2001 Censuses forward to 2011 and then keep rates constant 
from that point forward. 

Option 3 (Mid-Point headship rates): This has been calculated as the mid-point 
between the projected trend from 1991 and 2001 Census points and the constant 
2001 headship rate 

Option 4 (SHS adjusted): The method used has been described in the HARG 
paper "Incorporating Survey Data in Household Projections”. The projected 
proportions of different types of households have been calibrated to Scottish 
Household Survey proportions. 


Scotland Results 

The principal household projection shows the number of households in Scotland 
increasing from 2.3 million in 2008 to 2.8 million in 2033. This compares to 2.7 
million households where headship rates are kept at 2001 proportions. Chart 1 
illustrates these figures, along with results for other alternative headship rates. 
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Chart 2 compares the projected percentage change in households from 2008 to 
2033 for the alternative headship rates. There are projected increases in lone 
adult and 2 adult households for all alternatives. However, results for larger 
households are more varied. 


Chart 3 compares the projected percentage changes in age groups from 2008 to 
2033 for variant projections. All variants show large projected increases in the 
older age groups. Results for younger age groups are more variable. 


4. Results for Local Authorities 
Details for individual Local Authorities and Scotland can be seen in Table 1 and 
Table 2. 
For most Local Authorities the projected number of households follows a similar 
pattern with alternative headship rates always less than the principal household 
projections for 2033. 
For almost all Local Authorities the alternative options for headship rates, reduce 
the proportion of lone adult households and increase the proportion of multi adult 
households, with or without children, by 2033. Examples are given in Chart 4 and 
Chart 5. 


5. Comparing variants and alternative headship rates 
Chart 6 and Chart 7 compare household projections for all variants and 
alternative headship rates. In 2033 the projected number of households varies 
from 2.9 million for the high migration variant to 2.6 million for zero migration. 


6. Next Steps 
GROS will continue to investigate alternative headship rates along with variant 
projections to produce a range of household projections. (See HARG 2011 (2). 
New variant Household Projections) 


Note: HARG members are asked to consider alternative headship rates for household 
projections along with other variants and determine which should be prioritised. 


GROS: Household estimates and projections branch 
March 2011 
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Chart 1 
Household Projections for alternative headship rates, Scotland 
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Chart 2 
Alternative headship rates, percentage change in household types, 2008 to 2033, 
Scotland 
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Chart 3 





Alternative headship rates, percentage change in age groups, 2008 to 2033, Scotland 
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Chart 4 
Projected percentage of households of each type, 2033 Aberdeenshire 
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Chart 5 
Projected percentage of households of each type, 2033 Glasgow City 
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Chart 6 
Variant and Alternative Household Projections, Scotland 
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Chart 7 





Alternative and Variant Household Projections for 2033, Scotland 
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Table 1 - Alternative Headship Rates, Household Projections for 2033, by Local 
Authority 


Mid-point 
headship headship headship 
Local authority SHS adjusted rates rates rates 
2,812,517 2,802,399 2,653,451 


122,067 121,777 112,886 

137,167 136,532 133,574 

59,070 58,838 56,873 

42,901 42,736 41,957 
Clackmannanshire 


Dumfries & Galloway 
Dundee City 

East Ayrshire 

East Dunbartonshire 
East Lothian 


East Renfrewshire 
Edinburgh, City of 
Eilean Siar 


Midlothian 
Moray 


North Ayrshire 
North Lanarkshire 
Orkney Islands 
Perth & Kinross 
Renfrewshire 


Scottish Borders 
Shetland Islands 
South Ayrshire 
South Lanarkshire 
Stirling 


West Dunbartonshire 
West Lothian 
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Table 2 - Alternative Headship Rates, 
households from 2008 to 2033 


Local authority 


SHS adjusted 


Clackmannanshire 


Dumfries & Galloway 
Dundee City 

East Ayrshire 

East Dunbartonshire 
East Lothian 


East Renfrewshire 
Edinburgh, City of 
Eilean Siar 


Midlothian 
Moray 


North Ayrshire 
North Lanarkshire 
Orkney Islands 
Perth & Kinross 
Renfrewshire 


Scottish Borders 
Shetland Islands 
South Ayrshire 
South Lanarkshire 
Stirling 


West Dunbartonshire 
West Lothian 
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